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BOOK  I— CHAPTER  I. 

THE  ORIGIN  AND  HISTORY  OF  BOO-VYSIA. 


The  third  order  of  Hindoos  are  called  Vysia.  The  business 
of  the  V\>iHS  is  i-aid  to  consist  in  •'  keeping  cattle,  carrying  on 
trade,  Itimiiig  ujion  interest,  cultivating  land,"  &c. 

In  the  C'alli-Lggum,  the  Vj  sias  like  the  Schatriya  are  said  to 
have  falleh  to  a  level  witli  the  soodras. 

The  Vysiifs  cannot  read  the  Vedas.  Through  the  Brahmins 
alone  can  tliey  perform  religiouA  ceremonies.  They  ivear  the 
pomiol  and  in  some  punctilios  of  honour  are  raised  above 
the  booriias,  though  in  reality  they  are  equally  the  slaves 
of  the  Bralimins. 

The  few  Vy.-ias  in  the  south  of  India  are  farmers,  merchants 
&c.  In  the  west  of  Hindoostan  :  tliey  are  more  numerous. 
Tliev  marry  among  themselves  only. 

There  are  tliiee  principal  classes  among  the  V^iia  ca  ste, 
viz.  Boo  y^ysiii,  Gho-l'ysia,  and  Daiia-Vysia,  the  latter  is  sub- 
divided into  li  ur  other  sects,  viz.  f'ellaun  Cheily,  Bullher, 
Komaty-AwA  Puilonuoot  C  hetty.  The  present  number  shall  oc- 
cupy ail  account  ofthe  BooVysia. 

,  The  ancient  Hindoo  records  regarding  the  formation  of 
Castes,  ciniain  very  numerous  accounts  of  the  high  rank  en- 
joyed by  the  Vysias  under  the  illustrious  monarchs  of  Hin- 
doosti'n.  Aud  beiore  entering  into  the  particulars  of  the  man- 
ners, customs,  &c.  ofthe  Vysias, \\.  is  deemed  necessary  to  no- 
tice their  rank  and  privileges,  although  some  parts  of  their 
Statements  seem   quite  absurd  and  fabulous. 

It  appears  that  in  the  prosperous  reign  of  Rama  Raja,  the 
Dana  Vysias  were  designated  by  the  title  of  Nagaruitar,* 
conferred  on  them  by  the  then  reigning  monarch,  Rama  Rejali. 
,  The  Vysias  have  also  been  disliiiguisued  by  another  ajipel- 
lation,  that  of  S-Ast'acotterar.^  This  title  was  acquired  by  the 
Vysias  under  the  following  circumstances.  A  high  priest  of 
the  Brahminical  order,  named  Parasoorama,  consequent  on  an 
atiVont  wliicti  he  received  from  sundry  petty  sovereigns  in 
hisneiglibourhood,  exerted  his  supernatural  influence  to  trouble 
Lis  enemi  s  who  being  panic  struck  as  it  were,  fled  from  their 
possessions,  and  sought  refuge  among  the  Vysias ;  these 
,  people  thereby  incurring  the  resentment  of  Parasoorama, 
with  a  view  to  save  themselves  from  his  wrath,  made  a  most 
valuable  jewel,  representing  a  Lutns,  with  one  thousand  leaves, 
which  they  presented  to  Vasishlar,\  who  in  consequence 
protected  them  from  the  heavy  displeasure  of  Parasoorama, 
and  conferred  upon  them  the  noble  and  honorable  title  of  Sas- 
tra  Cvtierar. 

The  Dana  P'usias  trade  in  every  conntry  throughout  India, 
where  very  ditferent  manners  and  customs  prevail,  yet  their 
original  custom-:,  religion,  policy,  and  mode  of  trading  re- 
main pure  and  unmixed,  and  it  is  their  fixed  opinion  that 
every  art  and  profession,  would  arrive  to  great  perfection,  if 
confined  to  a  particular  class  of  people.  Commerce  they  say 
was  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  India,  and  wealth  flowed 
in  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  before  their  country  was  in- 
vaded by  foreigners,  They  add,  that  in  the  reign  of  their 
ancient  monarchs,  trade  was  monopolized  by  the  Vysias  ulone. 


•  NagaruttaT  means  free  merchants. 

f  A  nation  uf  a  thousaud^gi'nerations,  or  ancestors, 

i  A  li«l>'  mau  tralislated  t'g  hearea  Ivi  his  riituei.j 


About  1240  years  ago,  in  the  country  of  Gonda  or  Gour, 
there  reigned  a  king,  n; mtd  Pullal  Setiart',  duriug  whose  admi- 
nistration the  distinction  of  Castes  was  remodelled,  and  eigh- 
teen diflerrent  classes  were  formed,  exclusive  of  the  four  prin- 
cipal head  castes.  A  profession  or  trade  was  allotted  to  each 
Caste  by  this  legislator,  with  a  view  to  regulate  the  affairs 
of  his  dominions  without  confusion,  so  that  the  people  of  each 
respective  caste  might  live  uudisturbed,  by  and  through  the 
profession  allotted  to  them. 

Pullal  Setian  rajah  reigned  over  all  the  parts  of  North  Hin- 
doostan, where  the  laws  he  established,  are  held  in  great 
esteem  at  the  present  time.  The  extent  of  the  kingdom  he 
ruled  over,  was  bounded  on  the  norib  by  the  Hemaylin  Moun- 
tains, on  the  south  by  the  Vindee  Mountains,  on  the  east  by  the 
Eastern  Ocean,  and  on  the  west  by  the  JnUus.  In  the  coun- 
tries situated  within  the  boundaries  of  liis  kingdom,  the  dis- 
tinction of  castes,  which  he  cstabiished  w  as  strictly  observed. 
In  South  Hindoostan,  in  the  country  of  Conjee,  commonly- 
called  Congeveram,  near  Arcot,  the'  Hindoos  have  a  most 
sacred  place  called  \atlaruyam,  a  short  account  of  which  we 
shall  relate  here  as  a  specimen  of  the  absurdity  of  their  stories. 
A'aradee,  a  deified  saint,  having  niade  a  tour  lo  the  temples 
and  sacred  places  of  the  Hindoos,  all  over  Hindoostan,  at 
last  arrived  at  Kilasa,"  the  blessed  abode  oi  Siva,  and  being  a 
holy  man  Siva  was  graciously  pleased  lo  grant  him  an  in- 
terview, when  Naradee  embraced  the  opportunity  of  informing 
him,  that  in  ihe  course  of  his  tour,  he  visited  a  sacred  place  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  C'/?yee,  (or  Conjeveram)  occupied  by  a 
Buitra  Calie,f  who  forbad  ihe  pilgrims  that  visited  the  place 
from  performins  Satveega  Pnoja,  but  on  the  coiurary,  cruelly 
compelled  them  to  offer  up  to  her  Tmnaia  Pooja.  the  tendency 
of  which  was  to  lead  the  people  lo  the  infernal  regions.  In- 
censed at  this  report,  Siva  appeared  before  Bullra  Calie.  ac- 
compnnied  by  the  g<)Mef,si  Pari-adyX  and  strictly  commanded 
Buttra  Caliee  to  depart  from  that  place,  but  she  replied  that 
she  vNouIdobey  Siva's  comnjand  provided  he  could  excel  her 
in  dancing.  Siva  having  agreed  to  this  proposal,  he  commenc- 
ed dancing  with  ButtraCalie,  -md  botli  exerted  their  utmost 
skill.  In  ihecourse  of  dancing,  Siva,  finding  that  he  could  not 
surpass  his  antagonist,  put  himself  into  very  indecent  postures. 
Bullra  Calie  being  a  woman  of  great  modesty,  could  not  bear 
the  idea  of  imitating  him,  and  finding  herself  therefore 
obliged  to  give  up  the  contest,  she  was  on  the  point  of  pio- 
noucing  a  curse,  when  Siva  commended  the  woman  for  her 
amazing  modesty,  and  assuaged  her  fury  by  a  faithful  pro- 
mise, that  he  \\ould  direct,  that  the  Pfvjahs  and  feasts,  that 
shall  be  kept  in  future,  shall  be  first  performed  for  her 
in  the  temple,  at  Conjevaram  and  afterwards  to  Siva:  at 
which  unmerited  and  unexpected  promise,  she  was  highly 
gratified.  After  this  circumstance,  Siva  entrusted  the  ecclesias- 
tical management  of  this  temple  together  vvith  the  fulfilment  of 
his  promise,  to  the  chief  or  Patriarch  ofthe  \ysia  caste,  com- 
nianding  and   ordaining  that   the  privileges  and  emoluments 

•  Or  Gailsasa,  situate  beyond  the  range  ofthe  Himalara,  between  the  lonai* 
tudeSl  to  82  dig.— and  latitude  3l  to  azdeg.  " 

+  An  interior  goddess. 

•  CoUdess  i'atvady,  the  consort  of  Siva, 
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of  the  Pagfvla  shall  be  enjoyed  lineally  hy  hi*  descendants  who 
were  eiij"inrJ  to  perfuriii  the  J'ovjahs  in  thi-  lempli'.  Tile 
•uiicriniendanec  therefore  of  eliis  leinj-le  has  descenilcd  lineally 
to  the  Vy«ia  caste.  Of  oush  irasli  ai'^al  of  the  traditions  of  this 
people,  is  composed  :  some  f<  w  more  specimens  : 

The  Vyji'o  taile  inhiil>iltni{  Coiijovarain  are  dlfTerenily 
desit;nati'd,  viz.  J'eria  Xurmgit,  Xadachallnar,  Malii/anoor, 
Acharapa^allar,  and  Xulla/ngallar. 

Inl2.'>S  111  tlie6"n/erannA,  in  ilie  yvnrTadoo,  and  during  lhi»rei({n 
of%'u</(iruyii«aicmy,in  tliecily  o{.-iiiacodi/itTW iiidianaf^nr,  Mooca- 
Toyen  was  elected  crown  prince  of  Anaoody  (Stndianasur,  beinsj 
B  name  i{iven  to  it  on  the  occasion  of  his  election)  feruvoodi/ 
Diraroi^en,  a  meniher  of  the  royal  family  was  appointed  to  the 
government  of  Conjevaram,  and  in  I27t>  of  the  era  of  Salcva- 
nah,  in  the  year  Vi/y<i,  the  commission  for  this  ofRce  wan  ijrant- 
ed  to  him:— When  he  beijan  to  arrange  the  affairs  of  the  terri- 
toriesunder  his  control,  on  examining  into  the  ecclesiastical  ac- 
counts he  was  most  sorry  to  find  that  the  Sooilrivi  and  Ki/cla- 
va4'  had  usurped  the  hereditary  rights  of  the  Vysia  Caste  in 
the  management  of  the  temple  o(\ atlarwjam,  during  the  revo- 
lution in  the  Government  by  the  Massulman  invasion  — he  then 
decreed,  that  the  Sooi^'-ajr  and  If'eavera  should  no  I'mgcr  have 
the  management  of  the  temple,  but  a|>pi)inted  a  /irihmin  to 
aupcrinteiiil  its  concerns,  under  the  orders  of  the  Vyjio  Casle, 
Binrc  which  lime,  llie  Soodras  and  Weavers  have  been  watch- 
ing for. in  O|iporlunily  to  dispossess  the flra/imm v;ind  (he  Xi/sias, 
Diirinif  itie  reign  of  the  Kin[)eror  Ada'ida  whose  son 
T»roo/»oora  was  bit  by  a  snake  — the  ablest  physicians  could 
do  nothing  to  save  his  life,  but  one  Teroocachij  Nnmhyn  very 
pious  man  of  the  Vishnoo  sect,  of  the  Vysisi  Ciste,  having 
teen  entreated  to  exert  his  piety  in  curing  the  beloved  son 
of  the  Emp'Tor,  immediately  composed  ten  verses  in  praise  of 
the  Oaroodon,^  and  at  the  game  time  prayed  earnestly  to 
Vishnoo,  who  answered  the  prayer  by  sending  Garoodon  to 
cure  the  Prince.  The  Emperor  was  so  much  gratified,  that 
considering  it  a  duly,  he  renounced  the  Siva  sect  and  disch:irg- 
ed  hii  priest  Vadanaprnga^ia,  and  embraced  the  doctrine  of 
\ytitla  Alhri/ihum.l 

In  the  reign  of  Terriopoorana  several  laws  were  enacted 
wilti  reference  to  the  Sytia  Caste,  who  also  presented 
Ihem  with  the  Cloorooda^  standard.  Sometime  afier  this 
event,  Permaul  a  Vysia,  an  opulent  merchant  at  Conje- 
Teram  unfortunately  murdered  a  Virgin,  a  member  of  his 
family.  After  this  bloody  deed,  he  was  constantly  annoyed  by 
dreadful  dreams  and  apparitions,  and  being  conscious  that 
Uie  ghost  of  the  deceased  was  watching  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  be  revenged  of  her  mur<ler,  had  recourse  to  his 
priest,  an  eminently  pious  and  learned  man,  who  was  the 
chief  of  a  convent  in  Terooyalungndoo,  and  enlrealed  him 
to  rescue  him  from  the  ghost.  Dunnasicacharyer  (which 
was  the  name  of  the  priest)  gave  him  an  enchanted  swor>l, 
saying  that  so  long  as  he  kept  it  with  him,  the  ghost  could 
never  venture  to  approach  him,  but  should  he  at  any  time 
part  with  It,  he  would  be  a'tackcd  and  killed  by  the  ghost.  In 
obedience  to  his  instructions,  Permaul  kept  the  sword  in  his 
hand,  as  a  defence  against  the  ghost.  .Shortly  after  he  was 
obliged  to  visit  TtrooralmiKodno,  and  when  he  was  on  his  jour- 
ney the  ghost  having  assumed  the  form  of  a  beautiful  woman 
with  a  little  infant  in  her  hand,  followed  Permaul  in  or<ler 
to  execute  her  horrible  design  ; — Permaul  being  quite  aware 
that  the  pemon  who  followed  him  was  no  mortal  creHiurc,  and 
bcin^  very  murh  frightened,  made  all  possible  haste  to  arrive  at 
T*r3ai:alHnfiad4>o  but  the  evil  spirit  prevented  hia  journey,  by 
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annoying  and  terrifying  him  on  the  way— and  in  the  interval  tl 
sun  having  set,  lie  was  obliged  to  hull  on  ihe  fourth  ilay    if  il 
increasmg   moon,    at   a  village  called  I'alyaiioor.     This  villa 
coniained  7'^    iiihiibitanis,     lo   whom     the    woman    began 
complain  most  bitterly   of  Permaul  ;   stating   thai   lie   wash 
lawful  husband,  ail. 1  the  little  infant   his    son,    an  I    th.it    lie  s< 
out  with  an  iuleiitiuii    lo   goon  a  pili;rimage  to  Benares,  leai 
ing  her  and  Ihe  liltle  infaiil  ipiite  destitute  of  Ihe  means  of  siij 
port,   11 'ver   iiitendui;,'    to    return    again    lo  his    native   conn 
try.     With  such  false  complaints,  she    solicited   the   charilabl 
inliabilanis  of  that  villa;;c  lo   try    every  means  in    their  pow 
to  deiain  her  husband  from  prosecuting    Ins    pilgrimage.     Th 
72  inhabilanis  being  in  >vi'il  with  cmnpassion    lor    the   dcplort 
ble  case    of   Ihe  woiimii,  eiuleavoured    to   compel    Permaul   t 
receive  his  consort.      Perm, ml  remonstrated  against   the    mc 
sure,  and  declarcil  lo  them  upon  oalh,  that  he  was  in    no    way 
connected   with   her,   for,   she   was   a   devil,    who  appeared  ii 
human    form    to   destroy    him, —but     the     inhabitants    bcini 
completely   deceived   by  the   statement   made  by    the  ghost 
Permaul   was  forced  to  remain  at  the  village  that  night,  as  tlii 
inliahiiants  were  resolved  lo  investigate  the  case  minutely   lh( 
f<dlowing  morning.     The  evil  spirit  then  slated  that   the  sworn 
which  Permaul  had  in   his   possession   was   intende.l    fur   hei 
deslruciion.     She    Iherefire    craved    that   it   might   be  laker 
away   from    him.     The   inliabilaiils   wrested   the  sword    fron 
him,   whereupon    he    made    a   full  slatem'-nt    of  lii^  case,    an( 
then   solemnly   declared   lliat   by    their   depriving    him  of  hii 
sword,    they  were  consenting  to   his    death.      Mis   declaralioi 
and  entreaty  availing  nothing,  he  was  not  only  disposf'essed  o 
the  enchanted  sword,  but  was   compelled    lo   remain  with   lh( 
Woman  and  the   chilil    in   a    Pagoda   of   Bultra   C'a/ie   for   111 
night.     In   this    place   the  evil  .spirit  having  had   the  master] 
of   Permaul,   executed  the  liornd  design  of   rip|>ing  {j^ien    liii 
belly,  and  wearing  the  intestines  about  her  neck  at  a   garland 
and   then  vanished  away.     The  next  morning  the  inhabitanli 
having  come    lo  the  Pagoda,     ami  finding    ih.-  mangled  bodj 
of  Permaul    they    were  struck  with  great  alarm  and    remorst 
at    the   horrible   murder   of  which   they   accused  themselves 
They  therefore  resolved  to  expaiiate  the  guilt  ihey  had  iiicuired 
by  the  murder  of  an  i'lnocent  man,  and  having  caused  a    largfl 
funeral  pile  to  be  made,  the    whole    of  the   inhabitants   threw 
themselves  into  the  llamcs  and  perished.     A    Hindoo  trageily 
cnlillcd  "  iVeeti/  Xudagwn"  has  been  composed  of  the  abuva 
event,  and  is  acted  in  iiluiost  every  pari  of  Hindooslan. 

Some  short  notices  of  the  Maloiiis  or  Convents  of  the  Vysia* 
and  their  founders  we  here  subjoin. 

Darmasiva  chary,  a  Hiamiii,  the  priest  of  Ihe  Vys!as,j 
having  repaired  to  ihe  court  of  ./-ro/a  .<fni6,  Ihe  Nabob  of  Gol 
condah,  and  disjilayed  all  his  skill  in  various  arts  and  sciences, 
the  Nabob  tpiite  aniaied  at  the  priest's  uneomm  m  talents, 
granted  a  Part.ihna,  which  he  delivered  lo  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
who  was  likewise  deligliled  at  the  priest's  extraordinary  learn< 
ing,  thai  he  presented  him  with  a  rich  Palatikin  and  desired 
him  lo  accept  of  a  high  ollice,  even  that  of  a  minister  at  his 
Court.  I'lic  priest  having  obtained  a  village  from  TnndarmaU 
leu,  called  it  Lalapetta,  anil  built  a  Matom  or  convent  in  tho 
compound  of  I  he  temple  at  I'lroovaiingadoo,  for  feeding  the  poor, 
and  managing  the  alTairs  of  the  said  temple.  At  Lalapetta, 
he  laid  a  tax  of  half  a  fanain  called  Mugomei,  payable  once  a 
year,  by  every  individual  of  the  Vyiria  canle,  who  should  come 
there  to  trade  :  and  one  single  fanam  per  annum  on  every  mar- 
rieil  merchant.  He  also  imposed  a  tax  of  one-sixteenlh  of  a, 
Pagoda  on  articles  of  consumption  at  Lnlnpella  and  other 
places.  Having  appointed  one  Veiufnr/iariVir  to  be  priest  fop 
nil  the  Solia  Vysia  at  Conjevcrani,  he  regulated  similar  taxes 
nt  till,  place,  and  also  directed  that  all  dispules  should  ho 
brought  to  his  notice  for  settlement,  and  that  any  persons 
dying  without  issue,  their  properly  should  be  appropriated  for 
(be  benefit  of  ibe  Afa/om,  at  Ttroovalungadoo, 
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For  the  V\  s!as  called  Ac!l■\rnp^g^.tti\r,  he  built  a  MatDin 
at  Altncl-ypa^iim,  the  lieail  of  whicli  was  one  Clialliiii.iili ; 
anil  D  \rinAsio\  chiry  rein;une.l  at  TKrooviUun^nUijo,  vt-ry 
zealously  en^a^cd  in  acts  of  elinrity  of  sucli  exiraor  linary 
natnri>,  that  lie  was  called  Daiiuavacliaiiar,  or  the  man  of 
renowned  liberality — he  conferred  great  and  many  privilcijes 
on  tile  Vasisiacliariai's  Matom,  and  enriched  it  with  many 
emoliinunts. 

In  the  yi'ar  4145  of  the  Ca//i' f/v4'i(;«*  in  974  of  Salivanah, 
in  the  year  Java,  iliere  lived  a  Vy.bia  named  TemocHchce  yam- 
hee  at  Poonamall':-e;t  whose  zeal  and  piety  in  the  cause  of  re- 
ligion were  so  great  that  he  was  dl3tin^nislled  hy  llie  favor 
of  both  God  and  Rijah  Garfa  Varat/aia.f  al  Ooiivejerain, 
and  also  of /fanianyirtu  llie  high  priest  of  the  Vishnoo  sect. 
Darinasiva  chariar,  of  whom  I  have  made  mention  be- 
fore, having  been  much  celebrated  for  his  learning  and  pie- 
ty, his  followers  are  also  renowned  for  their  strict  observance 
of  the  religious  duties  of  this  sect.  There  were  numerous 
priests  and  Vysia  Matoms,  in  the  seven  following  cities  in 
£arada^umdum  or  Hindoostan,  IstCaroor,  or  ancient  Lntchina- 
napoory  the  rival  of  lyoltea  the  most  ancient  canilal  of  north 
Hindoostan  now  called  Oude,  'idMa  lurie,  or  modern  Agra,  3d 
Uya,  in  the  country  of  Mayda,  4'h  Caii,  or  Benares,  (tliis  city 
lying  between  two  rivers,  viz.  Faroo/ia  and  Usy,  is  called  in 
Sanscrit  Varocnasy,  being  a  compound  of  the  names  Varoony 
and  Usy  but  the  present  name  it  bears,  is  Benares),  Slii 
Conjevaram  in  Oarnatica,  6th  IVoojini,  in  the  country  of 
Malwa,  7th  Davarga,  on  the  west  of  these  cities.  Conjevaram 
is  the  most  holy  place,  for  the  Hindoos  say,  that  of  the  108 
Vishnoo  temples,  and  lOOS  Siva  temples  in  Borada^uiidum, 
there  are  in  it  IS  Vishnoo  and  108  Siva  temples  in  which 
Piojahs  are  performed.  These  countries  are  inhabited  by 
people  of  various  castes,  and  by  very  learned  and  pious  Hindoo 
priests.  f'asis^acAariarwIiose  followers  are  the  Sooba  Vysia 
(for  so  they  are  called  from  the  country  of  Sooba,  which  they 
inhabited)  are  distinguished  for  their  generosity  and  charity. 
Their  convents  still  exist  at  Conjevaram,— for  the  support  of 
which,  Prtronnda  Davaroyen  has  granleil  a  village  called  Ma- 
dapakum  free  of  tax.  It  is  also  called,  Vasistacliariar,  or 
Vallapaka—Naltum,— the  chief  of  this  place  is  a  Vysia,  who 
is  daily  performing  Adedy-poojah  (or  the  act  of  entertaining 
strangers  hospitably,  literally  worshipping  them)  and  impart- 
in"  religioi.s  instruction  to  those  who  frequent  the  place. 

Religion,  and  ike  Tutelar  Deily  of  the  Boo-Vysia. 

The  Boo-J^ysias  are  allowed  the  great  privilege  of  hearing 
the  Vedas  read  and  expounded  to  them  by  the  oflieiating  priest 
of  the  district  they  live  in — and  are  also  allowed  to  study 
Vadanlham  or  Hindoo  theology  with  a  view  to  acquire  spiritual 
knowledge,  and  a  perfect  and  easy  mode  of  knowing  and  wor- 
shipping God.  They  pay  adoration  to  Siva  and  Vishnoo,  and 
in  a  particular  manner  to  Soobramaneyar*  (the  son  of  Siva)their 
tutelar  God.t 


Marks  worn  on  (he  forehead. 

Like  the  Smarlah  Branmins  they  wear  on  their  foreheads, 
consistently  with  the  Vedas  the  sig  of  Siva  and  Fish- 
noo,  to  indicate  the  particular  profession  of  their  religious  faith 


•  Ttie  present  a?e  of  the  Hindoo  world. 

X  Very  near  Madras. 

}  King,  or  Rajah  of  Ccngeverara. 

•  And  also  a  f;reat  numher  of  inferior  Gods. 
+  The  Boo-Vysia,  are  privileged  to  perform  the  sacred  and  mystical  ceremo- 
ny of  the  Gyatri— as  far  as  the  8th  article  or  pait— but  no  further. 


— ands-ay,  that  from  the  feet  of  God,  Vibudee,  or  sacred  ashes 
issued  forlli  for  the  sake  of  his  believers,  which  are  used  as 
ch.uiiis  against  the  attacks  of  evil  spirits  and  giants.  Thiroo- 
manee  Streechoor  nwi,  the  sii;n  of  Vishiiou  >  <is  been  by  some 
used   of   bile,  which  shall  hcreafier  be  cX|daiiieil. 

The  CVreino/Ke*  observed  by  ilie  Smariali  Brahmins  under 
the  fiillowing  heads  are  duly  observeil  by  the  BuoVysias — viz. 
I ,  ./aiDlhacnrmam,  2,  A'awinaciirmam  .S,  Annuprasannn,  4,'Showhin 
5,  Iloohauayanam.  Tile  ceremDiiv  of  investing  the  lad  with 
ilie  Sacerdotal  thread  or  Foonool*  is  performed  a  little  before 
the  marriage  ceremonies — Veva^am  or  marriage  rites  are  ex- 
actly like  the  Smariah  Braamiiis  adinilting  the  various  cere- 
monies in  deiail  as  staled  in  ih::  1st  book  of  Brahma — and  al- 
though the  BooVysias  are  allowed  the  i>rivilege  ufthe  >•  kinds 
of  marriage  described  in  the  above  book — yet  in  these  days 
they  dispense  with  them  except  the  I'rejupatkeum  marriage. 
The  ceremonies  of  ^eihasam,  Sobbanara,  Geiiadanunt  and 
•i^emaH^am  are  strietly  observed. 

I 
Prefession  or  Trade. 

Consistently  with  their  caste-right,  they  carry  on  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil  in  all  its  branches,  through  huihandinen  of 
the  Soodra  tribe,  who  are  made  superintendanls  of  their  fields 
and  gardens; — And  it  was  a  custom  in-former  times,  when 
Hindoo  raonarchs  reigned,  that  whenever  the  produce  was 
reaped,  one-sixth  was  given  to  the  reigning  monarch — and  a 
regulated  share  bestowed  as  endowments  to  sacred  temi)leg, 
and  for  the  support  of  ihe,Brahmins,  and  other  castes  of  people^ 

Fa.stingsi,  Pitgrimiiges  a.nd  Studies  of  the  Boo-Vysins, 

The  Boo-Vysias,  read  with  great  attention  the  sacred  versions 
of  their  religion  (being  the  composition  of  the  ancient  Hinloo 
Divines)  viz.  the  Vnd;intha.m,  Saslrants,  Teroova-usakum,  Bam- 
thiiin,  /himnyAiiAm,  Bcigwatiim,  Th.w.iurum,  and  various  other 
poetical  works  in  praise  of  the  gods. 

Fasts. — The  Boo-Vysias  fast  on  the  following  days  : 
New  Year, 

Full  Moon  in  June  called  Vyasee  Powernamee, 
New  Moon, 

•  Pulliar  Pooja, 
Anyoodapoojay, 

•  Sivaratree, 
Moockoatyagadusy, 
Anuntavertha  Nomboo, 
Katliaureaswara  Nomboo, 
Mondays  in  Kartika  or  December, 

t  Kirtiga, 
Pongol  Day. 

The  Customs  of  the  Boo  Vysia.-women, 

In  eommon  with  the  women  of  India,  the  Vysias  strictly 
observe  the  rules  of  obedience  to  their  husband.  The  privi- 
lege of  1  eading  or  hearing  the  Vedas  and  other  sacred  books 
are  not  allowed  them.  Education  and  knowledge  are  strictly- 
prohibited.  They  fast  on  the  days  of  A^omioo,  and  every  Fri- 
day throughout  the  year— Friday  is  kept  holy  in  honor  of 
the  goddess  Lutchmee,  the  consort  of  Vishnoo,  whose  favor 
the  Vysia  women  particularly  propitiate  in  the  belief  that 
Lutchmee  has  the  power  to  render  their  domestic  life  happy 
and  prosperous. 

Funeral  Rites. 

When  a  Boo-Vysia  departs  this  life,  the  remains  are  without 
delay  removed  on  a  bier  to  the  burning-place,  by  the  relatives 

•  As  the  Boo-Vysias  are  an  agricultural  tribe— they  are  obliged  to  wear  the 
sacerdotal  thread  on  particular  occasions  only,  at  other  times,  the  thre.id  u  licpt 
with  the  officiating  priest  of  the  district.  ,  ,   , 

•  Feast  of^Siva.  +  Bull  6,  of  the  riciadcs. 


HINDOO   CASTES. 


an  il  fricni'Is  oftlie  dfri-nscil,  nnd  tfirsmnftl  on  a  pile  composed 
of  sniidalw  0(1(1  nr.J  oilier  ci  nliiisliLlis.     The  following  day  Itie 
bo  nc-.  are  {;«lliered  iind  anoiiiled   wiih  oil,  milk,  curds  iind  aro- 
lu  atic  fciiiis.  1  Ills  duly  i*  first  perfoinifd  by  llu-  son,  in  whose 
abstncr  ly  ihe  nearc>t  ninlcriliiiivo.    The  bones  being  deposit- 
ed in  nn  urn,  Hre  ihrcwn  into  n  siicnd.slreiim,  if  the  luirty  are  too 
far  from  lIu  (mrges.   'i  he  fiintral|'Brty  then  move  in  liroccssion 
to  any  ronvinuni  place   ninr   the  biirniiij,'-B''<"^'"l  where    they 
place'  three   pieces  of  bl«ck   granite   stone,   into    «hiih    they 
believe    the   souls   of  the  deceased    and  his  father  and    grand 
father   enter  during  the  perfoimance  of  the  funeral  ceremonies 
which    la>t  until    the  Hiih  day  of  the    deceased's   death.     t)n 
thclGthday,    they  make  a  doll    of  (lour,   to  which   pinduh,  or 
boil'd  rice  is  ofTered  as  a  sacrilice— after  which  gifts,  consisting 
of  rice,  vegetables,  clarified    butter,   curds,    beellc-iiiit,  money, 
&c.  are  distributed  to  the  Brahmins,   first  to  one   single  Brah- 
min, secondly  to  nine,    thirdly  to  sixteen,   and   lastly   to  seven 
Brahmins.     The  pindah  is    afierwarils   thrown    to    the   crows, 
and    the    Hour  did  1    into  a  tank,   in   which   the  family    of   the 
decea-ed  bathe,  together  with  some  of  the  dancing  girls  called 
Atanikittiils,  who  are  afterwards  presented  with  cloths,  flowers, 
4:c.   (These  dancing  girls,  either  more  or  less  engage  in  all  the 
ceremonies   of  the  Hindoos.)     After  this,   a  cereinony    railed 
Turpanain  succeeds — this  performed  the  family  of  the  deceased 
bave  a  private  entertainment  or  dinner. 

In  ilie  evening,  the  Brahmins  pronounce  a  blessing  on  the 
familv,  and  receive  on  the  occasion  beetle -nut,  sandal,  &c. 

The  lad  who  performed  the  funeral  riles  and  who  was  oblig- 
ed to  shave  his  «  bickers,  and  to  use  no  lurb.ind  from  the  day 
of  his  father's  demise,  (this  act  being  considered  among  Hin- 
doos deep  mourning,)  is  now  presented  with  cloths  and  a  tur- 
band,  which  he  wears,  and  the  whole  party  move  homeward  in 
procession  arcompanied  with  music. 

On  the  I7lh  day  the  ceremony  of  ablution  called  Ponnney- 
Ochfnum  is  duly  performed  in  order  to  purify  themselves  from 
the  pollution  of  the  dead.  On  the  loth  day,  afh  r  anointing  their 
bead  with  oil,  they  bathe  again.  On  the  45th  day  another 
ceremony,  called  Tryputehuiii  is  performed,  and  the  Brahmins 
Rre  again  entertained  with  gifts.  After  this,  a  ceremony  is  per- 
formed monthly,  till  the  anniversary  of  the  deceased's  death. 


/!nnual  ceremonies  performed  on  account  of  the  deceased. 

On  the  three   hundred  and  sixty  first  dav,  the  person    who 
set   fire    to  the  fii.ial  pile,    lail.es   iind    ilm,    j  1 1  foim's  ViV. 
waiiara  Poojuh'  under  the   direction  of  a  Poorhiia  Brahmin  t 
On  the  conelubion  of  which,  the  ceienionv  of  I'ooimevaclianaiu 
is  again  performed,  on   which  occasion  lie  drinks  a  mixlure  of 
Curds,  cowdung,  con's   urine,   milk,   clarified  butter  and  Coo- 
choodakum.\  This  is  the  ceremoney  k(  /'unc/»iA;uiei/i<m,  that  is 
IMiiifying  the  heart  and  body,   luiineriiatelv  after  fiw-  Brahmins 
stand  in  a  line,  the  first  is  conisiiered  to  be'Vi.yoo;y"f/oi,n§   du-  2d 
3d  and  4lh  represent  respectively  llie  father,   grand   father  and 
great  grand  father  of  the  person  vvho  performs  the  ceremony  • 
and  the  last  A  i.shiwo.     To  iliese  5  persons  the  following  ofterin'g 
IS  made,— raw  nee,  vegelables,  green-gram,  rapeseed,  jaggery 
honey,  cawrie,miiini  and    parundi   leavest,   beetle-nut,   iiioney 
cloths,  dowers,  sandal-,  &.c.  all  in  equal  shares.     In  giving  the 
Same,  the  perfoinier  addre.-ses  the  Brahmins  thus,    ""o/i  !  iroda 
hure  llie  goodneM  lohecoiilenl  in'l/i   these  f,"fl.i,    however  irorth. 
less  Iheii  may  be,  no  thai  the  ahust.i  of  mi/    ancestors  ni'iy  be  satis. 
Jied."     So  saying  he  sprinkles  a    little  "water   mixed  with  rape- 
seeds  on    the  gifts,   and   prostrates   himself  at    the   feet  of  the 
Brahmins— this  ended,  r.'ce   mixed  witli  green-gram,    rapesceds' 
milk,  honey,  planteins  and  jaggery,  are  divided  into  three  equal 
parts,  with  which   he   performs  the  ceremony   called    Turpinam 
in  the  names  of  the  deceased's  father,   grand  father  and   great 
grandfather.     After  which  the  relatives   and  friends  entertain 
themselves  sumptuously. 

Food.— The  Boo-Vysin,  like  the  Brahmins  observe  a  vegeta. 
blesdiet;  meat,  fish,  i.c.  being  stricilv  prohibited.  They  will 
partake  of  food  in  the  house  of  Brahiiii'ns,  the  .Schatriya  caste 
and  the  (j'oonarat,  but  will  never  eat  the  victuals  prepared  by 
theChetiies,  Komaiies,  and  Soodras  in  general— nor  will  they 
eat  in  the  presence  of  the  Pariahs.  ' 

•  Thii  ifi  a  Poojnh  ofK-red  to  the  Pulli«r.  Fommonly  mIIcU  bellv-cod. 

+  Onti-ittiiiK  lirifst  ur  a  tlinlrict  ur  village.  ' 

»  T''"  '""ly  w»'er  U)  wluch  a  UlUc  grass,'  uaed  In  pertonnicg  llie  Gyatcry  ii 

I  Ono  of  the  names  of  Siva. 

T  luiUan  mvdiclaal  plauw,  t  Thij  ceremony  U  caUcd  Clumum, 
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